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Bishop, Jim The Day Christ Died 
Harper. May 15,1957. 335p. $3.95. 

Not long ago Jim Bishop hit the reading public like 
bolt lightning when produced The Day Lincoln 
Was Shot. Although had already written other 
books, was this work that won for him immediate 
recognition uniquely gifted writer with par- 
ticular talent for developing historical detail. Promptly 


vaulted from the ranks ordinery story teller 
who had been newspaper reporter the heights 
first-class historian. And anyone who has read the 
gripping narrative Lincoln’s last hours will find the 
same master detail with the same knowledge his 
subject The Day Christ Died. 

This book isn’t really read; just takes place front 
your eyes. telling the events Christ’s final day 
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earth, hour hour, factually and yet absorb- 
ingly interesting manner, Mr. Bishop brings every corner 
the ancient world life. The streets, the buildings, 
the fields, the Fortress Antonia, the Temple Jeru- 
salem, Golgatha—all are depicted clear perspective. 
The people—Christ, His Mother, the Apostles with 
their virtues and weaknesses, the High Priest, Pilate, 
Herod, the Sanhedrin, the common men and women 
the time—move close enough for the reader hear the 
guarded tones their voices and read the secrets 
their hearts. 


The author deserves great praise for giving entire- 
fresh and vivid concept Christ. has taken 
back into world that past but still living, and has 
given look extraordinary period yesterday 
were today. Above all, reverently and with 
perfect taste, has brought the beauty and majesty 
and power the Son God within touching distance 
mortals. 


cannot recall when have enjoyed reading book 
more. The story may well known, but here 
masterpiece plot, counterplot, technique 
account have ever known. would, indeed, feel 
remiss our duty should not recommend 


everyone. 
John McNicholas, 
University Scranton 


Myrer, Anton The Big War 
Appleton-Century-Crofts. 463p. $4.95. 
The raw material war novels, modern American, 
inevitably the same. You take squad about 
men training, then select three, (the pattern usually 
includes disturbed intellectual, irrepressible joker, 
and strong, solid proletarian), for special treatment. 
You follow them home their last furlough and 
watch them wrestle with deep personal problems. Then 
you with them war and see the squad and the 
heroes disintegrate until perhaps only one survives. The 
author selects his note triumph despair and rings 
down the curtain. 


would unfair dismiss Mr. Myrer’s second novel, 
soaring, often poetic account Marines the South 
Pacific World War II, the sole grounds that 
moves over well-trodden paths. For the success any 
book depends primarily how the author molds and 
infuses his material. The real tragedy here that 
much what Mr. Myrer says such literate, vivid 
prose old stuff: the bitter condemnation the futil- 
ity war; and much weak stuff—the endorsement 
philosophy life that asks simply our 
best this life and kind. were Roman this 
would have moved me, but 2000 years after Christ 
very tepid cup tea. 


The central hero for Myrer, who says has at- 
tempted here (somewhat boldly) modern Iliad, 
appropriately enough dependable young Marine 
Greek Ancestry, battle-scarred veteran Guadalcanal, 
Danny Kantaylis, son millhand. Kantaylis the 
personification the author’s ideal: gentle, compas- 
sionate man who courageous, inspiring leader. The 
War not only pushes him into this second bloody as- 
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sault insignificant coral island, but forces him 
AWOL snatch brief honeymoon with Andrea 
(already pregnant and guilt-ridden from 
furlough). inexorably doomed useless and 
heroic death. 


Then there Newcombe, the sensitive, poetry-writ- 
ing Harvard grad from Beacon Hill, burdened with 
rich father continuing business-as-usual the typical 
uncomprehensive Boston tradition. finds true love 
and meaning life wild 24-hour romance just 
before his boat leaves; there bullet waiting for him 
the very last day the fighting. And there Jay 
madcap orphan with contemptible guard- 
ian, (who even bets him will not survive the War), 
Jay does survive, and Mr. Myrer ends things some- 
what optimistically, finding peace with noble female 
savage (Polynesian) the seashore From Here 
Eternity style. 

the good side, Mr. Myrer’s banter true and 
funny has been done. obviously knows the feel 
combat, and his war scenes exhaust the mind with 
their relentless reality and horror. has also done 
remarkably well with few touches here and there: 
scene Parris Island stockade, the journey across 
the Pacific transport, drunken binge. His prose 
often quite beautiful, sometimes overwrought, and 
shuns futile obscenity. 


But frankly weary all these fictional GI’s and 
their utter incomprehension the meaning life and 
love. Mr. Myrer, who incidentally does lot preach- 
ing, preaching noble paganism world which 
noble pagans every day are dying despair. 


James Arnold, 


Sacramento, California 


Curley, James Michael 
Uproarious Years 
Prentice-Hall. May 13,1957. 364p. $4.95. 


Having completed six grades elementary schooling, 
James Michael Curley would become, thereafter, what 
cated man. his case the end-product was poorly 
educated man. The lack intellectual discipline and 
moral guidance proved severe handicaps Cur- 
ley his chosen profession, public service. His notori- 
ous and spectacular career which spanned more than 
half century wouldd add little lustre the 
Art Politics. 

Curley entered public life his native Boston 
time when Irish-American Catholics were just emerg- 
ing from degrading social and economic existence 
which had been enforced the bigoted Yankee de- 
scendants Puritans and Pilgrims. These latter-day 
counterparts European feudal lords had completed 
historical cycle from revolutionary Anglophobia 
obsequious Then the very weight 
their numbers the closing decade the nineteenth 
century, the traditionally downtrodden Irish 
tical opportunities cast from themselves the Yankee 
yoke which had been burdened them Massachusetts 
less than the Emerald Isle from which they had 
fled from oppression. 
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was unfortunate that these fine people would rally 
around such demagogue James Michael Curley. 
But his superficial attributes 
dignified bearing, his youthful exuberance, the melliflu- 
ous speaking voice, fierce energy and boundless 
ambition. But behind this attractive facade was 
scheming and ruthless politician who seldom, ever, 
approached the stature statesman. city coun- 
cillor, alderman, mayor, state legislator, congressman, 
governor, delegate state and national conventions, 
and national committeeman Curley betrayed his public 
trust. This autobiography relates portion that 
betrayal. not confession since confession would 
normally imply completeness and contrition. Rather 
what comes from the pen this octogenarian and 
his ghost writer boastful admission political 
chicanery. Only those who have been and are close 
the political life Massachusetts and Boston will 
recognize how fragmentary and distorted Curley’s 
side the story. 


But what presented should shock the sensibilities 
all who appreciate the ethical responsibilities in- 
volved the public trust and mandate. Curley, the 
unrepentant braggadoccio, this much-belated account 
his stewardship, now condescends present 
behind the sordid curtain his political stage. 
story ballot-stuffing, intimidation, physical vio- 
lence, bribery, vengeance, deceit, slander, lies, and 
character assassination. Many Mr. Curley’s literary 
victims are deceased but there are others who certainly 
shall not accept complacently their political epitaphs 
from the pages this archaic diatribist. 


sad contemplate the profound influence which 
this uninhibited egotist wielded upon the life Boston 
and Massachusetts during the past sixty years. 
Curley tells was the only competent mayor 
Boston after 1885 and the only competent governor 
Massachusetts all its history. Every political figure 
city, state, national prominence who 
political horizon would eventually double-cross Curley. 
Every individual, every group 
charged Curley with the slightest incompetency 
irregularity office, was completely error. 
thing which was beneficial for the people Boston 
and Massachusetts was result his work; anything 
detrimental could attributed his political oppo- 
nents, regardless their party affiliations. 


Curley flaunted his youthful poverty, his religion, and 
his national origin cheap political pennants. Few 
American political personalities have ever admitted 
such lurid career ridicule and lampoonery such 
directed towards individuals, groups, institutions, 
and organizations. Few have ever capitalized upon 
such career flexible principles, (or better 
absence principles). From environment class- 
consciousness, Curley would inspire his public utter- 
ances and deeds even more bitter class-consciousness 
distilled with hatred and vengeance. 


His public methods were simple. was firm advo- 
cate the “bread and circuses” approach which 
virtually hallmark all demagogues. believed 
the tax-and-spend theory. This theory involved the 
arbitrary designation Curley only certain male- 
factors wealth, then confiscatory and extortionary 
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program taxation, followed dubious type 
redistribution wealth the masses. Some this 
redistribution would find form public monuments 
wood, brick, steel, marble, granite, clay, water, sand, 
and asphalt. Some would find form expensive 
waste-baskets oriental rugs, boondoggling jobs, and 
bronze plaques commemorating the Curley dynasty. 
The ruins the Athens America should make 
classic study for future archaeologists. 


But these are only few the vulgar highlights. Much 
could said the flights fancy indulged Mr. 
Curley describes his personal impact upon the 
New and Fair Deals, American diplomacy, Italian 
tics, the Catholic hierarchy, the science statistics, the 
conservation natural resources, and 
processes. 


The style the autobiography rambling, anecdotal 
and apocryphal. cluttered with names that are 
meaningless beyond the local scene which will un- 
doubtedly lessen its appeal beyond Massachusetts. But 
for the sentimentalist and curious, the glimpses Cur- 
ley’s family life may interest. Unquestionably 
the man has borne personal tragedy and sorrow, phy- 
sical pain, and some his political decadency 
admirable manner. But James Michael Curley’s poli- 
tical legacy the main subject his autobiography 
and his own words condemn him. The reader may 
judge whether the condemnation should attributed 
ignorance malice. Curley confesses neither. 


Francis Gannon, Ph.D., 
Assistant Professor History, 
University Scranton 


Daniel-Rops, 

Cathedral and Crusade: Studies the 

Medieval Church 1050-1350 
Translated John Warrington. Dutton. Apr. 1957. 
644p. $10.00. 
this single volume, the distinguished French Catholic 
historian, Henri Daniel-Rops, has made one the 
most outstanding contributions the study and teach- 
ing medieval history that has appeared modern 
times. With meticulous care Daniel-Rops, through ex- 
tensive research and balanced judgment, presents fine 
panorama period which describes the most 
productive era spiritual and material accomplish- 
ment all history. 
Already recognized ecclesiastical imprimatur, 
this study should receive the accolades secular his- 
torians. course, the subject matter that three- 
century span (1050-1350) fertile field for sound 
scholarly study: the Crusades, schisms, heresies, ecu- 
menical councils, the Inquisition, the unification 
Europe, the expansion trade, the intellectual rebirth 
Christendom, the world-wide ventures, and the 
clashes temporal and spiritual leaders. 


The cast characters for this magnificent story would 
match for any other group such period: Saints 
Thomas Aquinas, Francis Assisi, Bernard, Dominic, 
Innocent III, Gregory VII, Urban II, and Bonaventure. 
was glorious age for the Church these spiritual 
leaders impressed their work the temporal life 
their world. Their contemporary and secular protagon- 
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Lord Beaverbrook Stolpe 


ists (and sometimes antagonists) were equally illus- 
trious and notorious their respective fields: Dante, 
Philip the Fair, the Albigensians, Frederick Barbarossa, 
Richard the Lion-Hearted, Roger Bacon, Duns Scotus, 
John “Lackland,” Genghis Khan, Petrarch, and Marco 
Polo. 


Even the uninitiated will rewarded with the superb 
treatment involved this volume which brings life 
the deeds and works past which too often 
clouded the dullest type pedantry. text- 
book, this volume would invaluable for collegiate 
graduate students. For the general reader there 
most rewarding and readable adventure store for 
him. For Catholics there penetrating interpretation 
the universality Mother Church all terrestrial 
affairs. For all inquisitive minds there detailed and 
exhaustive explanation for some the most controver- 
sial episodes the remote struggles Church and 
State. For modernists, preoccupied trivia, there 
rude awakening real appreciation balanced 
spiritual-material life earth. 


Lord Beaverbrook Men and Power, 1917-1918 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. May 6,1957. 448p. $6.50 


Some years ago Lord Beaverbrook’s Politicians and the 
War offered full view the World War. Men and 
Power independent the earlier work and also more 
limited scope. concentrates series about 
ten crises the Lloyd George coalition government, 
studying each them terms the personalities and 
the tactics used the Prime Minister his political 
tilting. 

The book the first three intended volumes 
memoirs: The Age Baldwin and account the 
Second World War are follow. makes heavy use 
wealth important and hitherto unpublished 
sources, which are extensively quoted the text and 
reproduced fully appendix. Lord Beaverbrook 
himself, course, was intimate participant the 
affairs relates. This closeness lends authenticity 
the treatment but also somewhat compromises 
the “complete impartiality” professed the introduc- 
tion. Compensating for the subjective nuances are 
the gripping dramatic sense with which the author 
views his material, his undeniable gift for protraiture, 
and the exciting climaxes that builds. 


Lloyd George the central figure throughout: incon- 
sistent, straddling, expedient, but master politician 
and shrewd judge people. The chapters trace indi- 
vidual conflicts which becomes embroiled with 
his ministers either maneuvers them into office 
when necessary eliminates them when they become 
difficult dispensable. 


The opening account the powerful and un- 
predictable Lord Northcliffe, newspaper tycoon, whose 
political fall was final his rise was spectacular. 
Another seemingly impassable barrier that had 
removed was Lord Cunliffe, Governor the Bank 
England, whose attempt control the national treas- 
ury was outmaneuvered Bonar Law, Chancellor 
the Exchequer and Leader Commons. Winston 
Churchill, the other hand ,was neutralized into 
friend giving him charge munitions. When the 
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submarine threatened defeat and the brass the 
Admiralty refused advice, the astute Prime Minister 
dislodged Sir Edward Carson First Lord and estab- 
lished the convoy system that saved the day. Lord 
Rothermere’s controversial administration the Air 
Ministry brought another crisis, this one solved 
arranged resignation and reward. The gravest and 
trickiest problem all, one that shook the 
ment, was removal Sir William Robertson chief 
staff. But Lloyd George survived the decision; broke 
the cabal Derby, Robertson, and Haig; and even 
won over General Haig his side. 


The abortive campaign George Curzon, Lord Privy 
Seal, “Hang the Kaiser” the penultimate piece. 
Finally comes Lloyd George’s own postwar downfall, 
brought about failures foreign councils, threats 
the Near East, and unemployment. the background 
recurrently the sorry figure King George: consulted 
(though often post factum), revered, but always trans- 
cended when necessary. Even the peerage list 
forced upon the “Sovereign’s Prerogative” for 
rewards, and Lord Beaverbrook frankly admits that 
his own title was thus reluctantly granted 


Thirty-five thumbnail portraits introduce the dramatis 
personae; footnotes for documentation and detailed 
index conclude the book. Lord Beaverbrook’s style 
shows certain cockiness but also admirable can- 
dor; his request not judged literary merit 
both honest and perceptive. writes journalese, 
with addiction sentence fragments, choppy para- 
graphing, and sometimes obvious artifice. Yet suc- 
ceeds telling good story with the suspense 
detective yarn. The book suitable for general read- 
ing but naturally will interest chiefly adults. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Stolpe, Sven Sound Distant Drum 


would perhaps revealing non-Catholic readers 
Francois Mauriac’s and Graham Greene’s Catholic 
novels could polled—not whether they en- 
joyed these works but what precisely did they 
glean from such stories about the nature Catholicity. 
The soul-probing content many them 
doubtedly interesting and impressive, but knowledge 
Catholicity gained from such reading must 
what dispiriting. Catholics appear these novels 
live such intricately warped lives, with 
consciences constantly burdening them, that 
Catholic reader might wonder any Catholic psycho- 
logically normal. Should such non-Catholic read 
Sound Distant Drum, will find certain amount 
power the writing, some confusing spiritual and 
liturgical symbolism, and not little distressing soul- 
baring. The author, Sven Stolpe, has been compared 
both Mauriac and Greene, and this comparison 
quite apt, for trenchant and gloomy either 
them. However, not fortunate Mauriac 
what skittish fashion, with awkward idioms, some 
Briticisms and Americanisms that are not keeping 
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with the rest the text. Even the proofreader missed 
error page 139. 


rather flaccid Catholicity which Sven Stolpe 
this novel. His main character, Kansdorf, 
lapsed convert, dying cancer. Kansdorf beset 
the agnosticism Dr. Lebrun, his physician, and the 
rejuvenated spirituality odd Dominican, Father 
Perezcaballero, who needs Benedictine monk his 
spiritual advisor. complicate the plot, Father Perez- 
caballero had once been love with Ilse, Dr. Lebrun’s 
wife. further complication brought about when 
Kansdorf rescues Russian refugee, Katharina, from 
the stupid officiousness the Parisian police. The im- 
pact these five upon each other makes the bulk 
the story. Consequently Father Perezcaballero 
learns his true nature. Kansdorf regains his faith. 
Katharina will continue her quest for spiritual perfec- 
tion. Dr. Lebrun remains agnostic, but 
one. His wife, shadowy character, stays shadowy. 
Nobody seems exceptionally happy except Kans- 
dorf and then only after his death. 


Devotees Mauriac and Green will enjoy this novel 
doubt, and will those who find the clergy some- 
what remiss honoring the demands the liturgy 
completely, for there are some pointed gibes made 
that regard. But those who look for picture nor- 
mal Catholic life will not find Sound Distant 


Drum. 
Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 


The Golden Strangers 


Treece, Henry 
Random House. May 9,1957. 244p. $3.75. 

Third series novels based early English His- 
tory, The Golden Strangers from the pen dis- 
tinguished British poet-dramatist-novelist tells the story 
the fall the Celt darkling England some 


4000 years ago. the person Garroch, son 
Old Man Celtic village describes the daily lives 
and customs these Celts throughout the cycle the 
year. These were the Neoliths, the flint-diggers, whose 
primitive barley agriculture was least improve- 
ment that the cave-dwelling, unorganized hunters 
that the scavenging fishers who dwelt the sea 
shore. These were the Picts, the painted ones, the 
pixies, whose life was closely linked that Mother 
Earth and whose superstitious religion human sacri- 
fice played major role. These short, dark-haired 
Celts with their curious natural magic were the 
people” our legends. 


And then came the golden-haired Aryans from the 
Continent—the nomadic herders, meat-eaters, giants 
stature, fierce and terrible battle they rode 
their horses and swung their gleaming copper swords. 
the Bronze age came England these golden 
darlings the sun drove the Celtic villagers, the hun- 
ters and the fisher-folk into defeat, into slavery, into the 
forests and then into extinction save for the blend 
which survived the race the conquerors. The 
tale the fall the Celts told affected the vil- 
lage Garroch and his own personal fortunes, begin- 
hing with his position respected chieftain, going 


Treece Vaughan Freedman 


his rise fame mighty warrior and finally 
prisoner, hunted man and hidden fugitive eking out his 
life the hills. 


recreating the scenes this story Mr. Treece has 
drawn upon the fragmentary history, the results 
archeological study and the legends the race 
fertilize imagination whose thoroughly controlled 
yet rich speculation has given such well worked 
out and readable picture those early days. The 
descriptive background whereby come know the 
different cultures excellently executed, that 
live and hope and fear and sorrow and despair with 
his characters, who show all the basic human traits 
would expect them such primitive ancestors. 
This not pretty story—good and evil are interpreted 
purely natural terms—but well done and suit- 
able for adult readers, being greater interest those 
with some knowledge early English origins. 


Leonard Wolf, Ph.D., 
University Scranton 


Vaughan, Richard All Through the Night 
Dutton. May 6,1957. 125p. $2.75. 


skillfully written novelette suspense, this evokes 
hauntingly memorable night atmosphere search 
and menace, Welsh blacksmith and his young son 
close the mountain-valley village Crognant 
time intercept the drovers, and particularly the 
drover Gower Perrott who had taken Bedo Corris’s 
beautiful wild wife from him. The boy, Guto, learns 
his father’s peril and, though left safety inn, 
sets out seek and help him. This does with aid 
the mute Sem, also blacksmith, who took the boy 
through the dark ravine time find his father. The 
denouement unexpected, but satisfying. This 
choice bit writing, worth recommending adult 
readers. 


Freedman, Benedict Nancy Lootville 


Holt. May 320p. $3.95. 


Pete Munger had been air-force flier the Korean 
War;; but became camera man for west-coast 
studio and, assigned the Zane Cochrane show, 
soon proved ability and attracted the attention the 
comic star. Cochrane not bad, Pete decided, 
those about him would have believe. becomes 
something companion and off-hours stooge for the 
eccentric star; but, once has married young widow 
had met while she was secretary Cochrane’s 
staff, begins realize that Cochrane jealously 
monopolizing his time the point where threatens 
the stability his marriage. Meddling the sponsor 
and the advertising agency resisted Zane and, 
defiantly inauspicious show, begins the swift slip 
low ratings and release from contract. the eve 
making come-back, Zane appeals Pete return 
cameraman; but Pete, after accepting and having his 
wife walk out him for doing so, spends his entire 
time trying locate his wife. Cochrane fails show 
for the broadcast time and found dead. Suspicion 
points for time Pete, but the end all cleared 
and Pete seems ready begin another and 
happier chapter his life. 


Leary Pym Cost 


Not wildly bitterly satirical The Great Man 
and others similar; nor unrelentingly vulgar and sex- 
obsessed, Lootville better novel for its restraint 
and for its sympathetic understanding its distracted 
funny man. suitable however, only for adult 
readers who are not too easily disturbed. 


Leary, Francis Fire and Morning 
Putnam. Apr. 30,1957. 297p. $3.95. 


Francis Leary not member the Society for 
the defense Richard III then should given 
honorary membership immediately. the verbal war 
between Yorkists and Tudorites—a war less widespread 
but more violent than the literary renewal the 
struggle between the states—Mr. Leary has struck 
shrewd blow for the white rose. The hero his novel, 
John Flory, follower of, and spy for, Henry Tudor 
until comes the conclusion that Tudor and Buck- 
ingham were the real villains the murder the 
young princes the tower; receives this knowledge 
just before the fight Bosworth Field and the battle 
does what can the doomed cause Richard. 
Through Flory see both sides the dispute, though 
Richard given every advantage the marshalling 
evidence. 

For Mr. Leary, the issue between York and Tudor 
that the old ideal knightly king opposed the new 
principle ruling guile. Richard soldier, blunt 
talk and manner but devout, loyal, courageous, 
honest. Richmond, however, mean little outsider, 
cardboard king who reaches the throne because 
useful the ambitions John Morton. Richard 
the better man far, but loses his throne because 
the defection his subjects; and this defection 
caused slander, the circulation false rumors 
alleging Richard the slayer his princely 
nephews. 

Fire and Morning has more plausibility than might 
expected work that definitely slanted. Though 
Mr. Leary unsparing his castigations Tudor and 
his party, lends air reality his story 
making Richard quite imperfect. The king has his 
faults and makes his mistakes. Flory’s first dislike 
for Richard gives ample opportunity for setting forth 
the reasons why was disliked. some strange 
quirk, however, Mr. Leary accepts without disapproval 
real man-and-woman love between Richard and his 
niece, Elizabeth—a charge against which Richard’s 
most recent biographer has been great pains de- 
fend him. 

Together with plausible re-creation Richard, brisk- 
ness narrative and sure touch creating atmos- 
phere make this novel fairly vivid realization 
troubled time. The book is, however, marred some 
noticeable flaws. The imagery strained times, 
calling attention itself and making some pages seem 
overwritten. The main character, Flory, not fully 
realized; the search for truth said the principle 
motive behind all his actions, but the quest never seems 
very earnest important. Elizabeth Plantagenet 
not consistent, changing personality without evident 
cause. The Morton who became Saint Thomas More’s 
beloved cardinal scarcely recognizable here. Finally, 
Mr. Leary has tendency disregard history and dis- 
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miss from consideration the very real faith many 
the people with whom deals. 


William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Pym, Barbara Less Than Angels 
Vanguard. 256p. $3.50. 


The species male referred the title Barbara 
Pym’s latest novel the anthropoligist and she spoofs 
him gently throughout this light-hearted book. Since 
she Research and Editorial Assistant the 
national African Institute London, she obviously 
knows whereof she speaks. 


The story itself slim and revolves around Tom Mor- 
row, anthropologist, just back from the field, Cath- 
erine Oliphant, “ladies magazine” writer, and Deirdre 
Swan, anthropology student. Both girls love him 
and both lose him when returns Africa and 
accidentally killed during riot among the 
But this tragedy, merely incident, and both 
find solace elsewhere. For, you see, Miss Pym, though 
tion. Death, from this point view ,is, worst, 
ironic. 

But, unike Waugh, Less Than Angels has peculiarly 
cosy charm that all Miss Pym’s own. evolves from 
the very British and feminine philosophy that “we’ll all 
feel better after good cup tea.” Never, any 
novel ever read, have sat many 
teas, dinners and midnight snacks. matter what 
situation arises, dealt with over the table. 
technique for creating atmosphere surprisingly 
effective. There wonderful weekend senior 
anthropologist’s country house that just one meal 
after another. There are family dinners Deirdre’s 
suburban home, with her comfortable mother and aunt. 
There hilarious luncheon with two lady scien- 
tists and pair impecunious students, horrified 
the ladies’ appetites and the disaster that the bill may 
present. could and on. 
All all, Less Than Angels lively frolic, full 
eccentric characters, you would expect from 
pological circles, and all quite credible. Miss Pym 
writes well, virtue which commoner among English 
lady novelists than among their counterparts across the 
Atlantic. 


Miriam Quinn, 
Pennsylvania 


Cost, March Her Grace Presents 
Lippincott. May 13,1957. 222p. $3.50. 


Written mostly flashback technique, moving rather 
rapidly from locale locale, viewpoint viewpoint, 
this novel does, unquestionably, hold the interest 
the reader and, alas, disappoints the end. certain 
suspense created, through implication 
complications, but these turn out not very 
sinister nor very complicated after all. And the book 
loses strength every time the point view moves 
from one another character. 

Almost she were visualizing her novel play 
film, Miss Cost titillates our interest with her opening 
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scene New York, which well-known writer inti- 
mates talk with his publisher that some 
scandalous type no-good publishing hitherto un- 
revealed chapter the life certain duchess. The 
rest the book concerns itself with the duchess’s story 
—that frustrated love affair, career sorts 
sort high-class hostess fashionable London res- 
taurant, marriage, which never really see, the 
duke, and final, though apparently ill-fated love affair 
with man who are told the duchess’s greatest 
enemy though again little evidence this seen. 
Lurking always the background the aunt the 
duchess, power the fashion world, who has domi- 
nated the life her niece, and whose company the 
book closes—again unsatisfactorily since have been 
little her presence through all the preceding 
chapters. 


short, one comes very much alive. They speak 
and act correctly, sometimes charmingly, and often 
verge upon, but never quite attain, real wit. And 
the end, little hard say just whose story this 
was supposed be, just exactly what the point was. 


Pleasant, inconsequential hammock-type reading, never 
disturbing since everyone the book very comfort- 
ably well off very rich, and never has any really 
pressing emotional problems. Interestingly enough, the 
author has prefaced her book with note which she 
the story was taken from life: case truth 
being, perhaps, stranger than fiction, but hardly 
rewarding read about, carefully organized 


Anita Monsees, 
Ithaca, New York 


Move Over Mountain 
Morrow. Apr. 17,1957. 315p. $3.95. 


This unusual novel Southern Negro life 
which all the whites are kind and all the villains 
Negroes. The hero large, powerful Negro named 
Jordan, man immense strength, good heart, prac- 
tically education and apparently little intelligence. 
The villain his brother Bryant, shrewd man who 
attempts steal nearly everything life for himself 
and nearly succeeds, but always lonely. Lesser char- 
acters include Jordan’s wife, Annie; his two school-age 
boys; and his only friend, Jake, the retired prize-fighter 
who runs the local Negro beer hall. 


The plot involves the return Bryant from the North 
and his consequent efforts purchase the affections 
Jordan and his family. Irritated Bryant’s obvious 
success making money and demonstrate him- 
self and his family that person some value, 
Jordan starts Negro taxi-cab business that Bryant tries 
wreck. Bryant starts in” every Negro 
business town, fired with the desire dominate 
everything about him. Jordan succeeds, 
partially because Jordan acquires the necessary addi- 
tional capital critical stage running lucky 
$1800 crap game which Bryant the 
heavy loser. The whole Negro population the town 
the winner because Jordan thereby shows them how 
Negro can succeed business and how the rapacious 
Bryants can defeated, even small-town, poorly- 
educated North Carolina Negroes. 


Ehle, John 


Ehle Malamud 


Sex everywhere. Jordan carries affair with 
crazy but rich mulatto and constantly refers other 
illicit sexual acts; but this way detracts from 
his splendid primitive character. Religion also 
casually dismissed nothing more than backward 
superstition. 


This poor novel with weak plot and stock char- 
acters, written Zolaesque naturalistic level. How- 
ever, this first novel 32-year-old author who 
shows great promise. Many the scenes and much 
the dialogue are very well-written, demonstrating the 
beginning truly professional skill. Move Over 
Mountain has nearly all the defects modern first 
novel; but serves outlet for all the pent-up 
trash bursting within the author’s breast, can look 
forward several more his novels with constantly 


increasing quality. 
Joseph Maloney, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
Bronx 58, New York 


Malamud, Bernard 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. Apr. 26,1957. 246p. $3.50. 


Morris Bober poor Jewish grocer. rises six 
each morning, lugs the bottles milk, sells the 
Poilisheh lady her three cents roll and continues for 
the remainder his dull drab day take pennies 
and bemoan his fate. 


Fortune has turned her face from Morris, and instead 
buyer coming take the store off his hands, two 
handkerchief-masked no-goodnicks, Ward Minogue and 
Frank Alpine, assault and rob Bober his meager 
earnings. 


The Assistant 


Then, conscience-stricken, Frank returns without his 
mask, offers Morris his services slavely $5-a-week 
and becomes The Assistant. 


Frank brings Morris noticeable upsurge trade; saves 
the grocer from death when goes sleep with the 
gas jet on; seduces his bowlegged daughter Helen after 
thwarting attack Ward Minogue, occasionally 
taps the grocer’s till (he puts his savings into the busi- 
ness when almost fails after Morris’ death), keeps 
Bober from going flames when tries burn 
down his house and store for the insurance. 


Through all, Morris and his wife Ida refer Frank 
“The Italyener,” and keep telling him move on. 
Frank, though fired for his stealing, still there after 
Morris dies pneumonia, helping Ida and Helen eke 
out living. And becomes Jew. 


Author Malamud compares favorably with Sienkiewicz 
portraitist dreariness and despair. One might 
quarrel with his character motivation. Even with his 
orphan background, his remorse over robbing Bober and 
his attraction for Helen (he climbs dumbwaiter 
shaft peek her the bath) Frank’s dogged attach- 
ment the Bobers spite constant rebuffs not 
especially convincing. There supposed be, would 
imagine, some connection between Frank’s continual 
questioning Morris about the Jews, Morris’ replies 
about their fidelity the Law, the rabbi’s eulogy 
Morris “man who suffered and endured with 
hope,” the ideas repentance and repair Frank’s 
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character and his final But again, the 
motivation not explicit enough convincing. 


Adults will take both Frank Alpine and the Bobers 
stride. There some hard breathing this novel 
well juvenile mewlings about life and love which 
adolescents might conceivably confuse the text 
real romance. There are enough mistakes like that 
going around. They make headlines daily. 


Arthur North, 
The Daily News, 
New York, New York 


Hitchcock, Alfred (Editor) 
Stories They Wouldn’t Let 
Simon Schuster. Apr. 26,1957. 373p. $3.95. 


This book twenty-five stories from the files 
Hitchcock, collection thrillers which have unique 
value. his own admission they have kept Hitchcock 
spellbound. hastens add that these stories could 
not adapted television for one reason another. 


Having read the collection, this reviewer’s first reaction 
is: Orchids the “they” who wouldn’t let him 
them TV. all fairness each the stories has 
element suspense and surprise. The stories are well 
written from the standpoint style and interest and 
the entire book makes good study what can 
done with ordinary story plot. 


But can find particular value trying enrich 
one’s mind find recreation collection stories 
which the publisher’s words “include 
havior and motivation shocking, terrifying, 
subtle that they cannot portrayed the small 
screen.” Why, then, serve this food for thought 
“enjoyment.” “the avid fan will find canni- 
balism, devil-possession, filicide and other subjects too 
horrible mention them, much less 
publish and sell them. 


his preface, Mr. Hitchcock says: “An anthology 
stories, like soufflé, reflects the taste the person 
who selects and mixes the ingredients.” soufflé, 
dictionary says, should “light and puffy.” fail 
find anything “light and puffy” these stories and 
wonder what formula resulted such “taste.” 


“This particular selection tales,” says Mr. Hitchcock, 
“is primarily aimed those you who find television 
fare too bland.” debatable how many find the fare 
such; but, even true, see point giving wider 
publicity such collection stories described 
above. something like telling person who 
rather bored with life out and rob and murder 
just make his boredom less tedious. going 
into the individual stories, for such would merely pub- 
licize them further, disagree thoroughly with Mr. 
Hitchcock who says, “Here polite and wholesome 
mayhem practiced civilized people, and think 
makes good reading.” 

wanted get away from the limitations television 
could enjoy thrilling story “at any time” and 
could read them “while facing any direction any 
room the house” and “not penalized with 
long-playing doesn’t edit 


Hitchcock Roberts Coker 
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collection stories “They let TV.” 
wouldn’t recommend this collection for general read- 
ing, doubt many parents would give this book 
their children. 
Librarians, use your limited budgets other things. 
Peter Damian Holzer, O.F.M., 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, Illinois 


Roberts, Dorothy James Missy 
Appleton-Crofts-Century. 311p. $3.95. 
The whole time was reading Missy, the nagging 
thought persisted that teen-age daughter should 
have been reading rather than reminded 
those serialized novels that used run the evening 
paper, (do they, still?), enjoyable those tender- 
years, either chronological mental. is, perhaps, 
not trashy, but definitely reminiscent. 
Missy the story the Hamilton family from the 
time our heroine eight until she forty-six. The 
family lives Bilbo, small town West Virginia, 
where Missy’s father the only doctor, wise, 
man, dedicated, naturally his charity patients, and, 
also naturally, this sort book ,doing little more 
nipping than good for him. mother frus- 
trated artist and doting mother Lacey, Missy’s 
brother, which makes Missy unhappy and sets the 
scene for conflict. Conflict intensified when Missy’s 
wealthy, orphaned cousin, Betsey, comes live with 
the far ‘ly and wraps everyone around her well-mani- 
cured little pink finger, including Lacey, who ultimately 
marries her and (conflict again) Johnny, poor but 
ambitious boy, whom Missy has loved, and been loved 
by, since childhood. Time marches on. 
Johnny, smarting from unrequited love Betsey, goes 
off teach Wisconsin. Betsey and Missy, (by now 
called Melinda), New York for gay whirl which 
lasts until Betsey marries and sets housekeeping 
the south France. Missy stays New York, has her 
own unhappy love affair, sees the depression in; and 
then, after losing her job, returns home, defeated, 
reunion with Betsey and Lacey, who has come home 
from France dying man. Coincidentally, Johnny 
turns the old town the same time and finally the 
happy pair are united. But this not the end. 
and Johnny have two children and settle down 
campus life Wisconsin. But along comes the Second 
World War and Johnny, overage and restless, pulls 
strings and goes off London with Commission. 
returns physically unscathed, but damaged some 
obscure way. Here, last leave Missy, confident 
that the problem will solved and “togetherness” 
recaptured. Three hundred and eleven pages 
fold such complicated saga. 

Miriam Quinn, 

Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 

Coker, Elizabeth Boatwright 
Dutton. May 3,1957. 315p. $3.75. 


This better-than-average historical novel covering 
period from 1678 1683 and taking the reader from 
London the Barbados, then South Carolina and 
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back London. rich description the cus- 
toms whites, blacks, and Indians (browns?), the 
flora and fauna, and the architecture the period. 
That was time deep political intrigue when men 
were scheming build fortunes and empire. There 
also, course, love story. 


Simon Blake, young apprentice Christopher Wren 
sent builder the New World Lord Ashley. 
the Barbados, Simon wins the devotion slave 
named Joe, expert signalling with drums. 
also wins the heart Susannah Thorne. When her 
aunt killed during hurricane and under suspicious 
circumstances, Simon, whose work the Barbados 
has been cut short export taxes and the hurri- 
cane, forced leave for Carolina without Sue. 
finds some solace practicing his profession Caro- 
lina and accompanying Dr. Woodward into Indian 
country draw maps. During Indian feast, when 
half-drunk, Simon dances with 
named Ulah. When she claims him her own, 
Simon remembers his lost love and rejects Ulah, thus 
earning her hatred. escapes Charles Town 
where Susannah finally appears. Simon searching 
for priest marry them when captured and 
condemned death Ulah and her 
drums help bringing the last-minute rescue. 
lively story, well told, suitable for adults. 


William Schweder, 
Georgetown University, 
Washington, 


Saroyan, William Papa Crazy 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. May 6,1957. 163p. $3.75. 


This sounds though Mr. Saroyan writing about 
himself and his son, because this deceptively simple 
little account boy’s adventures with his Dad 
Malibu-beach house where Papa writing and telling 
the boy must begin writing his novel even though 
has just ended ten years living. The idea that 
you begin write your novel when you begin look 
things, the world and all its stuff, carefully. Papa 
going write cook book. good cook book, 
because Papa good cook. You know that because 
can make tasty dish little rice and some herbs 
and things; and pretty good stew out ninety-nine 
beans and stuff from his garden patch. And the boy 
having the time his life living with his father, 
practically camping out; while his mother and sister 
live nice comfortable apartment the city. 
like Mr. Saroyan better for this novel. And you will 
like lot people better and learn some things about 
living, too. 


Vail, Amanda Love Little 
McGraw-Hill. May 6,1957. 128p. $2.75. 


This slim little novel seems aimed the Fran- 
coise Sagan fans; Miss Vail young lady with 
sophisticated tale tell about fifteen-year old daugh- 
ter famous writer who lives handsome apart- 
Ment, goes handsome boarding school and has 
handsome older brother who has apartment 
Greenwich Village and spends her summers hand- 
some beach probably handsome cottage. The 


Saroyan Vail O’Faolain LaFarge 


child Emily tells this story summer spent trying, 
vain, lose her innocence; comes the conclusion 
that the young has not the knowledge handle that 
precious commodity. Her willingness frightens off her 
“victims” and she has return school and her 
room-mate enviously aware that one the other girls 
has had experience and she has not. Adults will 
find the writing graceful and restrained enough. The 
elements high comedy with flavor rueful satire 
are here. 


O’Faolain, Sean 

The Finest Stories Sean O’Faolain 
Atlantic-Little, Brown. May 385p. $4.75. 
Sean has written some very fine stories in- 
deed and was real pleasure find that himself 
considers his finest many which this reviewer de- 
lighted the first time read them and several times 
since. There are added some stories that have not 
appeared previous volumes. will take little 
time let them settle long enough bear comparison 
with some few that are more familiar but have not 
merited place here. Adults will find all the tales well 
done and shrewdly perceptive. few the pro- 
fessional Irishers may feel that O’Faolain black- 
guarding the ould sod here and there, but there’s deep 
love Ireland and her people and her history through- 
out. 


LaFarge, Oliver Pause the Desert 
Houghton, Mifflin. Apr. 22,1957. 235p. $3.50. 

Oliver LaFarge’s new book short stories will 
way diminish his considerable reputation for narrative 
skill. this volume has, for the greater part, 
reached outside his favorite setting, the open stretches 
the great Southwest, and has introduced his 
Indians into only four the stories where they serve 
not protagonists but important subsidiary char- 
acters. Consequently, Pause the Desert offers 
variety setting and plot—and variety too, must 
admitted, quality; few the stories have compara- 
tively little offer, the rest are either good very 
good 

Some these tales have qualities readily associated 
with the New Yorker, which eight them first ap- 
peared: the plots are slight, but the reconstruction 
common human experience skillfully done that 
the ordinary takes extraordinary poignancy. The 
title story excellent example this technique: 
futility and personal inconsequence are made terribly 
real young business man chance meeting with 
some ranchers. Two stories about school life are rather 
ineffectual representatives the same method. 
other stories the incidents the plot are unusual and 
most important grim tale called “The Bystander” 
and the humorously macabre one about the specialty 
Duclos. The importance lent Indian ritual 
one two instances annoying, though “Spud and 
Cochise” the tribal rites help furnish material for the 
telling tall tale that should please lovers tall 
tales. One story, “The Revelator,” which passed 
science fiction when first appeared, excellent satire; 
criticizing the armament race, does well what many 
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Eyster Sharp 


have attempted with less success. The volume 


mixture and interesting one. 


William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Eyster, Warren The Goblins Eros 
Random House. Apr. 26,1957. 370p. $3.95. 


This very bad novel young (32), nicely talented 
writer who should know better. Mr. Eyster’s chief 
troubles are immaturity and inability organize. The 
first leads him believe that can pass moral judg- 
ment people (Mexicans) after two-year literary 
fellowship their country; also keeps him chained 
pretentious, morbid naturalism that reeks the 
college literary magazine. The second somehow enabled 
him write novel without point view which 
practically all the crucial action happens offstage. 
While not verbose his previous Country for 
Old Men, this book easily diffuse and leaves one 
with the same unhappy feeling the stomach. 


One quite surprised discover the end that this 
has been essentially story with familiar ring: that 
the dedicated country doctor, who has lost the only 
woman will ever love, laboring among decadent 
people who fail understand him and even despise 
him. The locale the miserable arid flatlands 
western Mexico. The Hollywood ending would have 
the doctor win over the peasants with some great, final 
sacrifice, perhaps dies. The Eyster ending also 
typical: the doctor loses everything, all has been utterly 
futile. 

The theme turns out surprise because this has 
been mystery story from the beginning. young 
man named Eduardo, after the death his grand- 
mother-guardian, returns the flatlands visit his 
ancestral home and learn something his parents. 
walks into primitive, amoral society which the 
people live like pigs, stupidly, carelessly, hopelessly. 
Eduardo becomes the likeable somewhat insubstan- 
tial excuse for writing the social history Las Iguanas, 
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FICTION 
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The Blue Camellia Keyes Feb. 
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Say, Darling Bissell Apr. 
The Wapshot Chronicle (III) Cheever Apr. 
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The Story Whitehead Jan. 
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including the decline the paternalistic aristocracy; 
the ever-increasing moral and material poverty the 
peasants; the making the heroic but inconsequential 
revolutionary, Juan Viste; and the corruption and bru- 
tality the local authorities. 


The mystery lies discovering motivations: what really 
happened, years ago, make these people behave this 
way. Mr. Eyster gets all involved with flashbacks 
italics; often the memories different characters con- 
flict. The thing reaches the edge high comedy 
the long concluding chapter the trial Viste, him- 
self only minor character, which the testimony 
almost accidentally brings out the intended tragedy 
the doctor’s misbegotten love. The author, for some 
reason, insists see all through glass, darkly. But 
the view exceedingly dim. 


Doubtless the life and people parts Mexico are 
bad Mr. Eyster draws them. man who 
dodges grimy detail: from sadism joyless sex and 
repeated descriptions urination. But the man him- 
self lacks the balance, the wisdom see things 
human perspective. All tarnished, inevitable, useless, 
For him, virtue ironic. imagination that still 
thinks boy achieves manhood through fornication 
with servant girl desperate need fresh air. 


James Arnold, 
Sacramento, California 


Sharp, Louise (Editor) 

Holt. 240p. $4.00. 
The author, Dean Women and professor Psy- 
chology and Education Central Michigan College, 
wrote this book stimulate interest the teaching 
profession and offer challenge young people 
making vocational choices. the same time, she 
hoped convince some teachers considering change 
vocation that their’s was worthwhile lot. 


Dean Sharp wrote outstanding men and women 
the professions, industry, religion, politics and the arts 
asking them submit their views teaching, the 
influence teachers their own lives the 
tions derived from teaching profession. They 
were encouraged leave out all controversial matters, 
since the aim was positive and inspirational. 


This resulted variety responses, with some focus- 
ing each the topics suggested. The author then 
asked some classroom teachers all levels add their 
comments from the “firing line,” and from all these 
contributions she selected about 120 for inclusion 
her text. These are arranged alphabetically, according 
author, and constitute the book, except for num- 
ber interspersed quotations about teaching Eras- 
mus, Anatole France, Barzun al. 


the positive side can said that the general effect 
the selections favorable. Each reader will prob- 
ably have his own favorites. The reviewer felt that 
those articles dealing with anecdotes eulogies 
great teachers would more apt inspire young 
people than many the “lip-service” comments made 
others. Mary Ellen Chase’s comments seemed 
freshingly down-to--earth. Sam Levenson, too, off 
humorous tangent “If You Can’t Beat Them, 
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Join Them.” John Erskine’s widow eulogized him, 
did Judge Medina Christian Gauss and Marion 
Preminger Albert Schweitzer. Clifton Fadiman 
plugged the Great Books course took from John 
Erskine. Most the teachers emphasized the “psychic 
rewards” their experiences with young people. 


Surely many young people reading these essays will 
pick some the intangible dynamics that make 
good teachers and love despite their “second-class” 
professional citizenship. And, undoubtedly, there are 
some teachers who might find reading these comments 
occasionally the necessary recharging their lower- 
moral battery needs from time time. 


After reading the publisher’s barrage laudatory 
quotes from Edward Morrow, Eleanor Roosevelt 
al, one reluctant criticize. However, perhaps 
few second-guesses might permitted, with the ad- 
mission that these are arbitrary matters and related 
largely one’s preference. 


One might ask whether alphabetical arrangement 
such comments the most effective one. seems 
that unity continuity sacrificed. Why not all the 
eulogies together, why not arrange according views 
religious leaders, views political figures, etc. 
index with some such arrangement would still enable 
location particular viewpoint. 

Each sub-group will probably wonder whether its views 
teaching are adequately covered the respondents 
included. For instance, the three major religious faiths 
the country are each represented. Catholics include: 
Elizabeth Hamilton, Frances Parkinson Keyes and 
Celestin Steiner. The latter not mentioned 
being Jesuit even identified priest. While 
quarrel found with these contributors represent- 
ing the Catholic viewpoint, one might wonder how the 
original list outstanding men and women was com- 
piled that fell these three represent Catho- 
licts rather than, for example, Christian Brother, 
Sister Mary Aquinas The Plot fame and Dr. 
O’Neill. 

defense the author should said that almost 
any selection sampling would fail please certain 
readers, and the specific contributors are probably not 
important work this sort are the incidents 
and messages they offer for inspiration. 

This book seems suitable, the Overstreet’s say 
their foreword, all young people who are trying 
decide whether teaching their profession.” 


Paul Lilly, 


University Scranton 


Rodman, Selden Conversations with Artists 
Devin-Adair. 234p. $4.00. 


This book will appeal all who are interested mod- 
art and those who wish cultivate interest 
but who are somewhat perplexed the unfamiliar 
trends today. 


The author, Selden Rodman, well known for his much 
discussed, The Eye Man, spent the first half 1956 
and conversing with the artists who are shaping 
contemporary American art. July 1956, Mr. Rod- 
man put his Conversations with Artists final form. 


Rodman Pauli 


The fields architecture, sculpture and painting are 
canvassed and representative artists express their feel- 
ings, comments and criticisms. 

Whom you prefer Lipchitz, 
who years ago shared leadership cubism with Pi- 
casso, gives his philosophy art. David Smith dis- 
cusses his theory the artist’s absolute freedom. Alex- 
ander Calder fascinates with the mobiles has in- 
vented and remarks, want make things that are 
fun look at, that have propaganda value whatso- 
ever.” 


Among abstract expressionist painters, Adolph Gott- 
lieb comments, “We are going have perhaps thou- 
sand years nonrepresentational painting.” Franz Kline 
confides, paint not the things see but the feelings 
they arouse me.” Realism represented Ben 
Shahn, Jack Levine, Edward Hopper, Andrew Wyeth 
and others. Let Wyeth speak for the realists: “The 
thing describe the object have gotten know, 
with depth penetration achieved through feeling.” 
Interrupting the pagination the middle the book 
are photographs many the artists and works dis- 
cussed. The index names always serviceable 
feature. 


The book highly recommended. 


Pauli, Hertha Cry the Heart 
Washburn. May 15,1957. 210p. $3.50. 


This the story Bertha Kinsky, Austrian countess, 
whose mother was born “only Von and 
lacking the sixteen quarterings took invited 
the Viennese Court. was this predicament— 
father long dead, mother not acceptable society, 
and recently dead fiancé—which drove Bertha Kinsky 
seek position governess the household the 
Baroness Von Suttner and eventually meet Arthur 
the younger brother who came “on ray sunshine” 
after having flunked his examinations the univer- 
sity. This was one might expect, these 
two fell love, carried out tryst after tryst with one 
another for some time before the terrible interview 
with the Baroness and Bertha’s journey Paris. 


Here she entered into the employ the dynamite king, 
Alfred Nobel and worked his secretary. 
matter months she was balancing two telegrams 
her hands—one from Arthur saying, “Cannot live 
without you” and the other from Nobel, back 
within week.” 


The rendezvous with Arthur ended marriage and 
the beginning what seems have been very full 
life. was life hardship border town 
Kutais during the frantic days the late life 
rich and varied experiences teacher, friend and 
writer; ;and, above all, life thought which was 
confirm Bertha her leanings toward pacificism and 
culminate the establishment Alfred Nobel 
the Peace Prize. 


This purports the true story dedicated 
woman. spots the truth certainly stranger than 
fiction and the coincidences sometimes tax one’s credu- 
lity. was ship bound for America and bearing 
cargo crates marked “Alfred Nobel and Company” 
that Prince Adolf Wittgenstein, Bertha’s original fiancé, 
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died suddenly. was Alfred Nobels’ private yacht 
the Lake Zurich that Bertha finally convinced 
him establish the Peace Prize and use his influence 
further the work the Peace Association. And all 
the time there Arthur and their love affair, their 
almost adolescent play acting and Bertha’s very mature 
presentation her views war and peace Lay 
Down Your Arms. 
found the book interesting but not absorbing. Tech- 
nically there are flaws, but the story part moves quickly 
and always romantically the tearful farewells which 
spell separation for Bertha from Alfred Nobel, from 
Arthur, from “the cause” and finally from life. 
This book translation, how faithful would not 
know. The author remembers when Bertha Von Sutt- 
ner came visit her family Vienna before World 
War and confesses that the satuesque lady has 
haunted her all her When Hertha Pauli during 
World War found refuge America she also found 
time write the biography the Dynamite King and 
eventually his biography. 

Sister Mary William, 

The College St. Catherine, 

St. Paul, Minnesota 


Dear Dorothea 


Shaw, 
Vanguard. Apr. 26, 1957. 


Illustrated Clare Winsten. 
55p. $3.00. 

difficult say whether this slim volume has been 
printed for its Shaw for the pencil drawings which 
illustrate it. The Shaw dates from 1878, when G.B. 
was twenty-one and fresh come London. 
Practical System Moral Education for 
needs taken with the salting that Shaw requires. 
lot looks first glance like perverse advice 
arrant nonsense; little reflection shows have 
the characteristic “english” its thinking, the subtle 
paradox Shaw delighted all his days. Thin indeed, 
however, for Three Dollars. 


Schreider, Helen Frank 20,000 Miles South 
Doubleday. May 9,1957. 286p. $3.95. 


The Schreiders, accompanied their German shep- 
herd dog, Dinah, spent nearly two years making trip 
amphibious jeep from Circle, almost the 
Arctic Circle, Ushuaia Tierra del Fuego, off the 
tip end Argentina-Cile, near the Antarctic Circle. 
They describe their joys and troubles and surprises and 
discoveries through their twenty thousand mile hegira 
and enliven their book with pages photographs. 
The armchair traveller will enjoy least good hunks 
this book; but, you try read through all 
one piece, find some the going dull and 
rough the Schreiders found parts their journey. 


Philip The Innocent Ambassadors 
Rinehart. Apr. 22,1957. 384p. $4.95. 

The Innocent Ambassadors, according the author’s 
subtitle, “the account trip around the world and 
compendium data not found standard guide- 
books sum, perfectly wonderful book that 
anybody would fascinated read.” Now one, 


Shaw Schreider Wylie 


Best 


obviously, obliged accept Mr. Wylie’s word, but 
you are mind argue with him, reminded 
that demurrers usually come off second best. That is, 
all except his wife and traveling companion, Ricky, 
who seems just about the only person who can 
take the wind out her husband’s sails and leave him 
momentarily nonplussed. 

any rate, the trip got under way early last year 
when the Wylies set out have look their first 
grandchild Hawaii. the time they returned 
their Miami home their 27,500 mile global air tour had 
seen them set down Tokyo, Hong Kong, Calcutta, 
New Delhi, Karachi, Athens, Rome and elsewhere. 
ordinary man, this Mr. Wylie, are not unduly 
surprised when darkly intimates Ricky that this 
ostensible holiday also the nature secret Mis 
sion for some mysterious button-pushers Washington. 
With the world for his stage, scenes strange and exotic 
for backdrop, Mr. Wylie ready for anything and 
anyone. Even cue unnecessary. has his pet 
peeves and standard line, and between the two they 
embrace practically every topic imaginable. poli- 
tics religion, (name anyone you wish), morals, mores 
sex, tourists refugees, law, economics, even 
thermonuclear development, none them are beyond 
the ken this volatile, voluble and declamatory verbal 
gymnast. mere will-o-the-wisp will transform him 
from psychological observer philosophical commen- 
tator, from prophet global doom savior the 
world from all her ills, errors (usually religious think- 
ing, his view), and catastrophes. Yet even the gods 
nod, and when the emotional pitch tuned too high, 
tears will well this man’s eyes while his body 
wracked “shudder after shudder.” 
spent, bombast yields serenity until, from almost 
nowhere, voice silently whispers the name, John 
Foster Dulles. Again, every stop pulled out, our 
spokesman all but bereft reason rants and 
raves about our Secretary State. 

Well, the world must have its Philip Wylies, too. And 
for picture that paints thousand words take 
the author’s description himself spitting into the 
Black Sea show his contempt for communism. What 
sight behold! And never mention the press 
while baseball makes the headlines. Come 
think it, perhaps team such exuberant 
pectorators might yet become our best still-undeveloped 
secret weapon. 

Thus have made another armchair tour around the 
world. Fascinated, anybody should be? Not 
moment! Just plain bored, bored man who takes 
himself too seriously, man whose continual protests 
all faiths would seem spring from protest against 
himself, apparently lacking, does, the very source 
the freedom wants for all others,—faith itself. 
Perhaps then Mr. Wylie will understand why “half 
dozen efforts are the Catholic blacklist,” 
puts it. Then, too, may come realize why people 
“truly deserving freedom” cherish their faith and 
protect protesting against the warped views and 
opinions expressed the like The Innocent 


bassadors. 
Francis Ullrich, Ph.D., 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 
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Peare, Catherine Owens 
William Penn: Biography 
Lippincott. 448p. $6.00. 


July 30, 1718 died. The Reading Quarterly Meet- 
ing called him man, scholar, Friend, minister, 
surpassing superlative endowments whose memorial 
will valued the wise and blessed with the just.” 


William Penn, the famous English Quaker and founder 
Pennsylvania was born 1644, the son also 
famous, powerful and wealthy English admiral. 
early age and William Penn records several 
moving religious experiences and was “convinced” 
Quaker. During the remaining years his 


Penn knew and experienced human misunder- 
standing, greed and malice. period when England 
turned and tossed trying settle policy toward 
religious dissent, the life William Penn excellent 
oblique view the internal trouble and confusion be- 
fore, during and after the Glorious Revolution. 


Learned the law, Penn was the champion the 
oft-imprisoned Friends and was himself many timess 
jail—for attacking the Trinity; for refusing swear 
that was unlawful take arms against the King; 
accused being papist, charged with treason, and 
result financial trouble. 


Quaker minister, Penn traveled all over England, 
Ireland, and northern Europe. 


Pennsylvania, proprietary colony and free religious 
province was given William Penn return for loans 
his father had made the King. America, which 
Penn made two trips, founded Philadelphia, set 
started admirable policy toward the 
Indians, and found himself involved extended 
boundary dispute with Maryland. 


Financial troubles which broke many his times also 
came William Penn. this experienced the in- 
gratitude and avarice his old Quaker friend and 
steward, Philip Ford. Penn trusted Ford but the latter 
proved unworthy the trust mismanaging books 
and accounts such extent that year old Penn 
had debtor’s prison. 


Political intrigue and ambition the part those 
around him resulted the sale Pennsylvania back 
the Crown and Penn ended his days sickness and 
peace. 


the student political theory this biography 
good study the conflicting theories government 
the age Cromwell and the Stuarts. 


Miss Peare must congratulated producing good 
and well documented piece research. The historian 
will welcome the notes and the bibliography which are 
silent but impressive criteria the value her work. 
undoubtedly intended, the book very favorable 
Penn. times the reading heavy and 
the scholar will wish for more content and commentary 
Penn’s many disputes and controversies. But again 
Miss Peare has done well for one-volume biography. 


The book could recommended any adult. 


Peter Damian Holzer, O.F.M., 
Quincy College, 
Quincy, 


Peare Packard Macmillan 


Packard, Vance The Hidden Persuaders 
McKay. 275p. $4.00. 
are all familiar with the Trojan Horse and its 
capabilities but should become just familiar with 
the paper Chinese Dragon and the men who hide under 
for the assault they are continually making upon the 
mind modern man. Each has been constructed for 
total subjugation anticipated advance. Even the 
most innocent looking newspaper can be, and is, for 
Madison Avenue Machiavellian and Pavlov techniques 
front from which persuade into the most pup- 
pet-like responses. 
Vance Packard has his facts straight—and seems 
to— The Hidden Persuaders employ Motivation Re- 
search, using applied psychology and psychiatry make 
buy, even vote—the way do. 
They exploit man’s hidden needs; creating irrational 
responses standard symbols. sell cosmetics they 
sell hope, sell cars they sell power, sell freezer 
they sell packaged providence and “frozen islands 
security,” sell alcoholic beverages they sell social dis- 
tinction. The pitch geared the height per- 
son’s dreams and the depth his pocketbook. 
times the process seems amusing none the less 
frightening. when the freudian implication 
enters, then find that man who loves his wife and 
dreams mistress settles for hardtop convertible, 
while woman will buy cake-mix that has been 
packaged fit with her menstrual cycle. Some 
the chapter heads much suggest the import: The 
Built-in Sexual Overtone, The Psycho-Seduction 
Self-Images for Everybody, The Packaged 
oul. 


While Vance Packard has reported the frantic antics 
Madison Avenue’s Mad men who would brain- 
wash buy, has also questioned the validity and 
morality their hidden persuasion. 
James Gallagher, 
New York, New York 


Macmillan, Faith the March 
Prentice-Hall. May 1,1957. 226p. $2.95. 


Macmillan has been Watch Tower Bible and 
Tract Society slave for “nigh onto sixty years” and 
happy about it. has lived through the administra- 
tions (1) Charles Russell, 1884-1916, founder 
the sect popularly known Jehovah’s Witnesses; (2) 
“Judge” Joseph Rutherford, 1916-1942, who broke 
with the “second advent” clique the Society and set 
business-like basis; and (3) the current 
president, Nathan Knorr, who presides over “theo- 
cratic” society which has expanded the far corners 
the earth and embraces hundreds thousands 
ministers. The book full sweetness and light. 
Faint the echo “Judge” Rutherford’s rantings 
the and early only one place 
does the benign elder Jehovah’s Witnesses infer that 
the Catholic Church, (as well other Christian de- 
nominations), doing the work Satan. His the 
happy voice the disciple who has lived see God’s 
approval the work his sect its material and 
numerical growth. 


the beginning, (1884), the Watch Tower Bible and 
Tract Society under Pastor Russell held out for the 


Leslie 


second coming when all the faithful would 
heaven masse. Through his “deep study the 
Bible” Pastor Russell computed this great day com- 
ing October 1914. Many the faithful were non- 
plussed find themselves still this wicked old 
world November 1914. But, the faithful 
chronicler tells us, wasn’t too much surprised be- 
cause Pastor Russell had hedged his prediction, the 
more the nearer the date came. After this debacle 
which shook the Society, and following the death 
“God’s channel” 1916, Rutherford came with 
new theory: not all were heaven some given 
day readily predictable, but the second coming had 
already happened 1914. The difficulty was that 
that great authority the Bible, Pastor Russell, had 
misread the signs. The beginning World War 
marked the end the reign the priests who had 
deceived the people since the time Christ. The 
beginning the New World Society, which took place 
1919 when the “Judge” came with his new 
theory, marked the start God’s rule the world. 
Now everything was cleared the disciples’ satis- 
faction and they could get with the work ex- 
pounding “the truth about Christ” the whole world. 
For the comfort those faithful who were still looking 
for the pay-off, was explained that they would never 
die, only sleep until the New World was insti- 
tuted following Armageddon. Then all would live 
world where sin and strife, war and sickness and 
death would more. 

Involved this evolution were two palace revolutions 
which were resolved stripping the organization its 
democratic features and installing “theocratic” leader- 
ship Brooklyn, where the headquarters are. Well, 
any rate, everything just peachy now with the 
Witnesses and they will around ringing your door- 
bell any day, let you know about Jehovah God and 
the Bible. You might, meantime, check report 
from another “disciple” William Schnell’s Thirty 
Years Watch-Tower Slave, (cf. vol. 16, No. 19, page 


345, Jan. 1957). Myles Gannon, 


Managing Editor, 
The Catholic Light, 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Burke, Thomas M., S.J. (Editor) 

Beyond All Horizons 
Hanover House. May 288p. $3.75. 
The germ life restless force. During its period 
growth, every organism moves toward its predeter- 
mined goal with dynamic singleness purpose. Every 
living being yearns for the fullness its development 
and for the completion its form. Instinctively the 
blade wheat cuts its way from the buried kernel 
and the baby chick pecks its way out the shell that 
has become too small. Now the Mystical Body 
living, supernatural organism with God-given longing 
for the term its growth: the unification all human- 
ity Christ. continually outgrowing the non- 
essential shell—local customs, methods, attitudes to- 
ward life—which serve for time and then become 
too confining. 
Some years ago brilliant book, The Salvation the 
Nations, Jean Danielou, S.J., set forth the absorbing 


theology Christianity’s missionary vision. Beyond 
All Horizons now presents the historical correlative— 
the story the Church’s concrete missionary activity 
since the sixteenth century exemplified the work 
the Society Jesus. 

After glowing preface Anne Fremantle, ten Jesuits 
and two laymen, George Shuster and Barry 
knowingly survey and analyze the large, but 
means exclusive, role the Jesuits the missionary 
apostolate. They take brief look many personali- 
ties and projects yesterday and today. Thus, Jerome 
D’Souza, formerly one India’s delegates the United 
Nations, sketches the portraits three enormously in- 
fluential pioneers: Ricci China, Nobili India, 
and Valignano Japan. Gustave Weigel inspects the 
social experiments men who four centuries ago saw 
the need Point Four program the pre-requisite 
for Christian living and who, often with pitifully small 
resources, set about implementing plan technical 
assistance. From Hong Kong, Alan Birmingham has 
written knowledgeable account what has been hap- 
pening the Church Red China. final and 
engrossing article, Edward Murphy indicates some pos- 
sible lines missionary development the future. 
This book for the inquiring reader who seeks illumi- 
nation upon the missionary perspectives the Church 
and the remarkable adventures her largest missionary 
order. All the articles the symposium underscore 
the Church’s ardent love for Christ and her exhilarat- 
ing conviction ultimate victory. Because this— 
the wellspring her unfailing youth 
inexplicable confidence, Father close with 
these heartening words: 


“Tt took the Church almost thousand years reach the 
ends the small continent Europe. The full concrete 
vision her world apostolate was not presented the 
Church until the discoveries the sixteenth century. 
only four centuries since the Church began her expansion 
into those vast territories which are the mission lands our 
times (Thus) there strong hope, one might almost 
say breathless expectancy, the Church she advances 
with our times into the new world that a-borning.” 


William Walsh, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Leslie, Shane Ghost Book 
Sheed Ward. Jan. 23,1957. 160p. $3.00. 


This book which precludes any nonsence regarding 
the existence ghosts, poltergeists and/or haunted 
houses. Mr. Leslie, member very good standing 
the Society for Psychical Research, has put down the 
results “life-long interest ghosts.” However, 
specialist Catholic ghosts, ghosts which haunt 
Catholics, ancient manor houses once owned 
Catholics the British nobility. Whether from the 
predelicition the author from choice, ghosts seem 
stick pretty much the upper classes and there 
good deal name-dropping here. Since this all 
about Catholic haunting, there are great number 
stories dealing with priests and, since names are named 
and dates given, the whole thing pretty impressive 
the existence ghosts. Unfortunately also 
pretty tame, being written somewhat report the 
SPR might done. 

What poltergeist? Mr. Leslie holds for the theory 
they are rather extraneous objects the other world 
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corresponding the tiny black things one sees 
beach, the act creation had thrown off, 
excess creativity, countless undefinable things. They 
are noise makers and about knocking and moaning 
an, all-in-all, appear rather bad tempered. 
amazing what trivial matters can excite the interest 
ghosts, too. are asked believe that dear old 
Canon Doyle St. George’s Cathedral returned 
haunt his Cathedral because the fine sanctuary screen 
Pugin, the architect the Cathedral, was moved 
from where had put the entrance. Once 
was returned, the Canon returned his eternal rest. 
Seems the old Canon had said would “turn his 
grave” anyone moved the screen! 
And then there was the old pastor who came get 
look the young man who, two weeks hence, was 
appointed his place. 
Another tale, which brings out the most sensible remark 
which raised merry Ned until the pastor, Father Daniel 
McCarthy, broke out large cash box which had 
inherited from his predecessor and kept under his bed, 
unopened, for years. When opened revealed the 
former pastor had failed carry out the last wishes 
parishioner, including the saying some Masses. 
After the Masses were said, the rectory was left 
peace. When informed this astonishing series 
events Bishop Brown said: “No one will ever convince 
that Dan McCarthy slept over cash-box for thir- 
teen years without ever having looked into it!” 
Myles Gannon 

Freeman, Lucy Search for Love 
World. Mar. 18,1957. $3.75. 
Search for Love grew from reader response four other 
the author’s books devoted problems the emo- 
tionally upset the mentally ill. 


was written, the author says, “for those looking for 
the answer life—for the uncertain, the lonely, the 
disillusioned, the despairing.” However, does not 
pretend provide the answer. What does offer 
suggestions toward restoration measure equili- 
brium hurdy-gurdy minds application modern 
therapeutics the field mental health. Miss Freed- 
man’s experience journalist the sphere medi- 
cine, with stress psychiatric writing, equips her 
speak authoritatively the subject. Her common 
sense approach the problems the mentally dis- 
turbed and their solutions the light modern 
scientific methods suggests that following her advice 
the uncertain, the lonely, the disillusioned and the 
despairing may not too far wrong. 


The absence love from the lives those for whom 
she writes prompts the author entitle her book Search 
for Love. This implies the need for recognition, appre- 
tolerance and forth reciprocal basis be- 
tween individuals. Ultimately, peace 
achieved through self-knowledge and this implied 
also. And toward self-knowledge either means 
personal initiative under the care qualified 
psychoanalyst that the author strives 
direct her readers. 


Divided into three parts, the book composed 
selected letters comprising sections introduced the 


Freeman Foley Disney 


italicized comment the author the point 
covered and followed each case her reply. Part 
one, sub-titled The Unloved, covers the symptoms 
emotional stress and shows how the failure people 
love loved lies great measure within their 
own power correct. Part two, Whistling the Dark, 
considers the available remedies under medical auspices 
such surgery, and treatments chemical, psycho- 
analytical and psychiatric nature. The place lobot- 
omy, the tranquilizers and electric shock treatment 
carefully evaluated and the popular conception any 
all these cure-alls emphatically debunked. Part 
three, The Second Chance, dwells the value psy- 
choanalysis when necessary and recommends its use 
the most reliable means restoring health mind. 
cautions patience prerequisite cure. 
Premarital relations appear accepted part 
the social pattern. The role religion guarding 
spiritual health not disputed but the author refuses 
acknowledge, Jung did, the value the Con- 
fessional keeping Catholics off the couch. topical 
guide lists the points discussed and includes such items 
accident-proneness, alcoholism, cancer, charlatans, 
dreams, hypnosis, incent, psychosomatic illness, rape, 
world tension. unsolicited case histories cover, 
Search for Love should hit the jack-pot. 
Rosemary McCormick, 
Toronto, Canada 


CLUE-WORKS 


John Coppinger, Elmhurst, Illinois 
Contributing Editor 


Foley, Mae Run for Your Life 
Dodd, Mead. Apr. 16,1957. 211p. $2.95. 


This our first meeting with Hiram Potter who has 
sudden intuitions danger and need for haste. 
charges around Westchester County, his way 
and fro Connecticut, his Jaguar. Doing ninety 
the Saw Mill River Parkway! And the object his 
scurrying, sad little heiress who seems victim 
her own hallucinations; although someone obvi- 
ously trying “do her in.” 

Nora Pendleton has her relatives and assorted odd balls 
together her inn Connecticut. One murder was 
committed year before the story opens; one com- 
mitted when Aunt Olive takes header down the 
stairwell; third prevented when Trilby almost suc- 
cumbs Svengali. 


Disney, Dorothy Method Madness 
Doubleday. Apr. 15,1957. 190p. $2.95. 


Miss Disney dedicates her latest mystery doctor 
who “presents with plots from time time. This 
one them.” can put the blame the 
doctor, not the author! For this not true Disney, 
who has given mystery fans many entertaining hour 
with her past productions. 

Her latest involves Jeff DiMarco, insurance claims in- 
vestigator, looking into the sudden death woman 
who has been kept isolation private sanatarium 
for fourteen years. Doctor Franklin says she was 
manic depressive; but the reader and Nurse Weldon 
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know that Mrs. Carroll was fairly sane and the sud- 
denness her death too inexplicable. But long before 
Marco gets the culprits the reader has been aware 
this too-easily-seen-through and unimaginative plot. 


Fair, You Can Die Laughing 
Morro. Apr. 214p. $2.95. 


This one has with girl who may have been 
murdered, but maybe not; mysterious meanderings 
man and his rug; nosey neighbor who sees too much; 
mine the mountains; and corpse well! 
Bertha, usual, sits office bound, blusteringly belabor- 
ing Donald who shags indefatigably over the map 
California putting together the pieces 
Gardner puzzle. 


Stout, Rex Three for the Chair 
Viking. May 3,1957. 183p. $2.95. 

Three novella featuring the astute Nero Wolfe and his 
glib man-Friday, Archie Goodwin, and each presenting 
literate and perplexing problem for the mastermind 
solve. one, wealthy man dies bed surrounded 
empty hot-water bottles. another, Wolfe has 
been lured out his comfortable house prepare 
baked brook trout Montbarry country lodge for 
new foreign ambassador, and has unravel the mys- 
tery the murder assistant-secretary the State 
department. The last also takes Wolfe out his 
brownstone-front fortress hotel room from which 
has direct gathering evidence clear himself 
implication murder. All three appeared previously 
magazines, viz., the defunct American, (2), and the 
equally departed Collier’s (1). 


Welles, Orson Mr. Arkadin 


Crowell. May 10.1957. 245p. $3.50. 

Ne’er-do-well Guy van Straaten had gone ashore 
get drink quay-side bar French Mediterranean 
port and was witness the knifing man known 
Bracco who, before died, whispered the name 
Mr. Arkadin. Then the harbor police put Guy jail 
when they found was trying smuggle cigarettes 
the boatload. Eventually Guy meets this fabulously 
wealthy and mysterious Mr. Arkadin, falls love with 
his well-guarded daughter, and assigned the unlikely 
task tracing Mr. Arkadin’s past the time when, 
some years ago, found himself wandering Zurich 
with 200,000 francs his pockets and memory 
who what was. The confidential investigation 
takes him hither and yon, trying put stray bits to- 
gether, and winds helter-skelter chase from 
Munich Spain, after forays into Mexico, New York, 
and elsewhere. manages keep interest spite 
the leap-frog method its telling. Van Straaten 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Contributing Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
book Specially Recommended 
book Recommended 


Bishop, Claire Huchet 
Illustrated Claude Ponsot. 
$2.50. 

Here’s compassionate story about postwar Paris and 
its hordes homeless, suffering poor which should 
touch the hearts grades six-eight. concerns the 
efforts little family smuggle their month-old 
twins into the newly found apartment and keep 
them there without the concierge’s knowledge. 
tunately, 10-year-old Nicolas makes friends with the 
concierge’s parrot and that helps somewhat. Luckily, 
too, Abbé Pierre Emmaus issues his famous call 
the people Paris the nick time soften the 
landlord’s heart. always with Mrs. Bishop’s books, 
the French setting and atmosphere are beautifully 
tained, the narrative cleancut and vigorous. Told from 
Nicolas’ point view, the story skillfully keeps within 
the experience 10-year-old. 


Bowen, Robert Sidney 

Lothrop. Apr. 22,1957. 187p. $2.75. 
Adhering faithfully the pattern his previous sports 
books, this author here gives hero who pitcher 
great promise and ability and PROBLEM, makes 
him fail meet said problem, and then has him start 
over under the wise tutelage the man who had told 
him was not ready the first place. The problem 
bit indefinite, but Jeff’s failure concrete and 
startling, and his recovery the great tradition. 
another baseball story needed for sports addicts, 
may well this one. 


Toto’s Triumph 
Viking. Apr. 1957. 


Hitter 


Pearl Several Worlds 
Abridged for younger readers (by Cornelia Spencer). Day. 
Apr. 192p. $3.00. 
The original edition has been skillfully cut that the 
author’s chief message heaven are all one 
readily apparent adolescent readers. And 
while many details political and philosophical 
ters have been dropped, the abridged edition retains 
most the information about the author’s full, rich 
forty years China. Particularly effective the 
trast between the mutual acceptance and trusting 
friendliness between Chinese and the missionary’s fam- 
ily before the Boxer Rebellion, and the hatred all 
white peoples which grew ominously thereafter. 
applied American well English and Dutch, 
though the first these nationals had done injustice 
the Chinese. Over and over she makes the point 
that all Westerners must accept the guilt the few 
who oppressed the Chinese the 19th century. 
keen, intelligent observer, honest, warm and 
tic, the author brings out day-by-day incidents and 
makes clear the great world and national trends which 
paralleled these. love for the Chinese people 
evident every page, and her conviction that only 
justice and brotherhood there hope for the world 
very clear. Here extraordinary book extra 
ordinary woman who herself symbol our hope 
for world peace. 

Frances Chang, 

Department Librarianship, 

Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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Burton, Doris 
Valiant Achievements; Great Christians 
Our Day 

5,1957. 184p. $2.95. 


Companion volume Daring Live (Regnery, 1955), 
this concentrates heroic women our century: St. 
Maria Goretti, St. Vincent Paul missionary 
China, famous actress who became White Sister 
Africa, St. Anne missionary the Arctic, the famous 
Carmelite Edith Stein, the founder the Catholic 
Instruction League which antedated the Confraternity 
Christian Doctrine, Blessed Margaret Sinclair, Edel 
Quinn African Legionary, and Drs. Agnes McLaren 
and Anna Dengle. Altogether, they represent nine 
nationalities. The writing adequate but not distin- 
guished. The facts brought out, however, are impres- 
sive. Material about some the subjects not easily 
hand most school libraries. 


Harriet Wheels for Conquest 
Macmillan. 185p. $2.75. 

thoroughly fine narrative Conestoga wagon days, 
freighting the Pennsylvania pike, and com- 
mercial rivalry between muddy, sprawling Pittsburgh 
and mushrooming Wheeling for the honored title, 
the West.” Seventeen-year-old George 
Bauman, assistant wagonmaker his father, drives his 
first load from Lancaster County Pittsburgh, learns 
firsthand the hazards the road and the roughness 
wagoners’ inns, sees the factories Pittsburgh, dif- 
ferent from his father’s small shop, and dreams 
wagon factory the future for himself and his good 
friend, Gideon Hefs. 


appreciates the concern Pittsburgh commercial 
interests over the possibility that western trade may 
diverted Wheeling now that the toll-free national 
pike terminated that city. senses the dismay 
Pennsylvanians whenever wagoner abandons the 
Pennsylvania route carry freight from Wheeling 
points westward. His persistent difficulties with 
envious half-brother, his active sympathy with young 
worry over too-long absent trapper-father, his 
frightening involvement with highway robbers, all lend 
interest and excitement good story, occasionally 
flavored with quaint Pennsylvania Dutch speech and 
farm lore, and peopled with sturdy set characters 
pleansant know. For boys 12-16. 


Sister Agnese, 
St. Ann’s Academy, 
Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 


Connors, Thomas and Glaser, Paul 

John Benton, Rookie Policeman 
Introduction Stephen Kennedy. Dodd. Apr. 29, 
269p. $2.75. 
Career fiction, with the police force its subject and 
service its slant. by-product may well in- 
creased respect for the law enforcement agency the 
part young readers. The and 
medal-rewarding aspect the work played down, 
while the boredom and loneliness walking beat, 
the necessity for complete vigilance, and the diverse 
calls for aid are neatly incorporated into the story 


Burton Carr Connors Daly Faraday 


Johnny’s first year uniform. Emphasis continued 
study toward advancement, well the several types 
opportunities which are open the police officer, 
play part the action, too. The career aspect aside, 
this will stand its own good story. 


Daly, Robert Walter Guns Roman Nose 
Dodd. Apr. 179. $2.75. 


Taunted Cliff, his 16-year-old brother who had had 
two years service under General Sherman, while 19- 
year-old O’Donnell stayed home make living 
for their mother and sisters, the latter joined his brother 
the Second Missouri Indian-fighting mission. 
Throughout the arduous months took the column 
from St. Louis Fort Laramie, the new recruit suf- 
fered hazing from the experienced soldiers, injuries 
from accidents, and tongue-lashings from his younger, 
corporal brother, well the cold, hunger and foot- 
slogging all the troops went through. Not until they 
were mustered out and home again, did Cliff admit his 
brother was better soldier than he. The story in- 
teresting not much for the conflict between the 
brothers for the account Indian troubles the 
United States encountered while still disorganized 
the Civil War, and for the picture volunteer regi- 
ments ruggedly bearing the burden. The author says 
took his data from official records. 


Michael 

The Chemical History Candle 
Andrade; Bigraphical introduction Arthur Thomson. 
Crowell. Apr. 15,1957. 158p. $2.75. 
Reprint famous classic chemical literature. 
these six lectures for young people, the author reveals 
the mysteries simple candle flame and relates the 
scientific principles involved the basic laws govern- 
ing the universe. Simply and lucidly, explains how 
candles are made and how flame produced, analyzes 
the products the flame, demonstrates the decom- 
position these products into component parts, and 
shows how each related the atmosphere and 
life itself. 


From the explanations and experiments, one absorbs 
variety scientific principles—capillary action, vapori- 
zation, condensation gases, indestructibility matter 
and energy, recognition properties and how test 
substantiate findings, electrolysis water, the com- 
position air, air pressure, control combustion 
nitrogen and its use the soil, the necessity carbon 
dioxide sustain plant life, the cycle nature, and 
finally the analogy the candle flame respiration 
humans. 


The Foreword and the Biographical introduction pro- 
vide information the author; illustrations are num- 
erous, clear, well marked and easy follow; notes 
substances used experiments, and index, complete 
this worthwhile book which will useful and enter- 
taining high school scientists from up. 


Frances Dowling, 
Dunmore Senior High School, 
Dunmore, Pennsylvania 
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Felton, Ronald Oliver 
Captain Dragoons; Ronald Welch (pseud.) 


Oxford. Apr. 25,1957. 256p. $3.00. 


The winner the Carnegie Award (for children’s 
books) 1954 has written suspenseful, active and 
well narrated tale military intelligence the begin- 
ning the 18th century, and lucid, exciting account 
the Battle Blenheim. Particularly well handled 
the stalemate existing between the warring powers, 
and the individual, selfish interests which stalled ac- 
tion. The youthful hero, another D’Artagnan with the 
sword, appealing, and his adventures spy among 
the French are the breathless side. Disliking the 
treachery and ruthlessness spying, nevertheless 
persuaded the head the English Intelligence 
Service that the only way preserve English 
liberty and freedom and the right say govern- 
ment. ‘We kicked out King James and his Papist 
friends because that Behind James Stuart 
King Louis. you want the rule King Louis 
and the 


Halacy, High Challenge 
Macmillan. 196p. $2.75. 


This author has balanced skillfully the realistic con- 
clusion that not everybody gets the thing 
wants most, against up-curved adjustment the 
thing life permits done. When Steve West was 
refused commercial pilot’s license because tests 
showed became dizzy high altitudes, made 
honest unwilling change over helicopter gliding, 
only discover during excitingly dangerous rescue 
operation that even gliding was not for him. Remained 
only the university scholarship with its hope that even- 
tually could scientific aerial observation. 
esting information dispensed about glider flying 
smoothly worked into the narrative; the heroic rescue 
downed flyer not excessive its possibilities; the 
boy himself normal, likable, easily realizeable youth. 
Easy reading, but thoughtful its implications. 


Hall, Rosalys Haskell Green Spring 
Decorations Kurt Werth. Longmans. Apr. 17, 1957. 


214p. 


Lightly and humorously told, with good punch lines 
the end most chapters, this tale the pangs grow- 
ing general and making the young man con- 
scious particular will delight girls who wish 
things would turn out for them they for Frannie 
Gay. Maybe Mickey, the aspiring young chemist, 
more resourceful than most boys who have pursued 
high school courses the subject. Maybe Frannie 
more loyal and steadfast under trying circumstances 
than most girls her age, but that debatable. Cer- 
tainly, her predicaments are similar those many girls 
encounter their early teens. Would that all readers 
might stay friendly, wholesome and altogether nice— 
and get the same rewards—as did Frannie that miser- 
able, wonderful summer. Easy reading for girls 12-16. 


SELLERs 


Alice M., and Robinson, Hugh 
Wan-Fu; Ten Thousand Happinesses 
With collaboration Earle Ballou; decorations 
Moynihan. Longmans. Apr. 17, 


poignantly realistic, but never drab depressive, 
story One-Leg, crippled daughter blind Mr. Yang, 


Though the 14-year-old girl accomplished beggar, 


life for the Yangs nothing more than mere existence, 
When accidental death takes her father 
One-Leg Christian hospital, her physical rehabilj- 
tation and her initiation into new way life 
During the months the doctors work restore the 
crippled leg, One-Leg knows for the first time the 
luxury good food (and much she wants, several 
times day) security against the winter’s cold, and, 
best all, the friendship Shu-ming, 17-year-old 
heart patient and student the Pilgrim School. 


How One-Leg earns the opportunity school 
makes thoroughly satisfying story told the 
authors, former teacher girl’s school near Peking 
and doctor the hospital the story. Chinese 
customs, manners and ways speech are integral 
the story and should prove fascinating subteens and 
younger teens with questing minds. 


Sister Agnese, S.C.C. 


Jones, Adrienne Where Eagles Fly 
Putnam. May 10,1957. 256p. $2.95. 


Here rarely used theme for young people’s books: 
the passion the mountain climber scale peak. 
Fourteen-year-old Nate McAllister and his writer-father 
had done considerable climbing before the latter’s acci- 
dental death. uncle, who took him 
duty, failed share the enthusiasm, and Nate grew 
dull, dissatisfied and irresponsible. Then the boy had 
opportunity climbing trip with friendly 
neighbors and though did not reach the heights 
aimed for, thanks regaining perspective and 
ing responsibility re-oriented his thinking. The story 
slight and perhaps Nate represented unduly 
“picked on.” But the thinking sound and the 

rative makes pleasant reading for younger 
The feeling for mountain heights acceptably 

scribed, and the picture camping out adequately 

presented. 


Elise 
The Man Who Was Chosen; The Story 
Pope Pius XII 
McGraw. Mar. 1957. 156p. photogs. $2.75. (Whit 


tlesey House book) 


religious writer for the New York Times, who has 
made several visits, formal and informal, the Vati- 
can, writes for junior high account “not 
tical and doctrinal matters (but) simply the story 
great leader our times, the story boy who grew 
follow unswervingly the noblest dictates his 
heart and implement with quiet courage—steadfast 
the face hatred and violence—his spiritual 
victions.” 
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told with simplicity and warmth, with many 
anecdotes illustrating the saintly and generous nature 
its subject, and revealing the admiration the au- 
thor says she came feel she prepared for the 
American press the official translation his Christ- 
mas messages. Some dialog freely introduced, no- 
ticeably the pages covering the Pope’s childhood 
and adolescent years. The final chapter recounts the 
phenomenon experienced the Holy Father 
the Vatican City gardens and relates the 
miracle Fatima and his subsequent dedication 
Russia and her people the Immaculte Heart 
Mary. glossary terms and index conclude the 
book. Scattered throughout the text are excellent 
photographs. book for all young people from middle 
elementary grades through high school. 


Montgomery, Rutherford Jets Away! 


Dodd. Apr. 179p. $3.00. 

The story youth who decided get his basic army 
training over with volunteering for technical train- 
ing the air corps the vehicle for information about 
the training school Amarillo and the Strategic Air 
Command March Field. Brick Miller intended 
play smooth, get all the training could fit him 
for civilian job, and not let his superiors that 
intended leave after his stretch was up. Making 
crew chief March deflected him from his purpose 
somewhat. But was his first real bombing mission 
that finally changed his mind and sent him off 
aviation cadet training. This author always does 
workmanlike job. This exception the informa- 
tion provides about the servicing end jet bombers. 
does not make rich book his earlier Beaver 
Water, but the subject may more inviting boys. 


Oreste The Book Secret Agents 
Roy. Mr. 25,1957. 170p. illus. $3.00. 


counter-espionage agent, formerly for the Dutch and 
presently for the British nations, draws upon his war- 
time experiences for illustrations the work spy 
detection. reviews briefly the history espionage, 
debunks exaggerated fictional claims, describes methods 
communication between spies, and the correct pro- 
cedure interrogating suspects. Concrete, factual data 
are supplied what look for interviewing and 
searching suspect, plus interesting chapter 
escape routes the Continent during World War II. 
the boy reader will most interested the 
final chapter consisting tests establish whether the 
would make good secret agent. The writing 
matter fact, the information supplied discreet. 
Both boys and girls will attracted the book. 


the Fury the Northmen 
Pauline Baynes. Houghton. Apr. 1957. 
247p. $3.00. 

Sixteen short “stories events that shaped our destiny 
8th 19th century England.” The title story 
concerns the burning 8th-century monastery 
the Danes. Another describes the arrival the first 
nine Franciscans England, while St. Francis was 


Montgomery Pinto Powers Stolz Summers 


still living. third pays tribute the monastic scribes 
and pictures the insecurity which the invention the 
printing press brought lay scriveners trained the 
scriptoria. Still another has with the medieval 
custom according criminals days sanctuary 
chourch monastery. Other tales deal with pil- 
grimage Canterbury, the Armada, the Peasants’ Re- 
volt, Lady Jane Grey, Henry Morgan, the abolition 
slavery, Elizabeth Fry, the enclosing the commons, 
and the Tolpuddle Martyrs. Each short and simply, 
directly told. Each prefaced brief note the 
incident custom involved. And each focused 
retold fictitious character through whom the 
author makes plain the human implications the in- 
cident custom. The volume lacks the wealth 
historical detail get from writers like Cynthia Hart- 
nett, but pleasant, stimulating way learn 
history. 


Mary Because Madeline 


the ten junior novels Mrs. Stolz has written, her 
latest far the most expertly and subtly developed. 
Characters are presented with the shadings flesh- 
and-blood humans their virtues, inconsistencies, and 
environmental codes. The motivating theme—snobbery 
and complacency—is suggested rather than hammered. 
The frame reference that narrative three 
time-planes which 19-year-old girl, Dorothy, looks 
back her 9th-grade classmates and self, interpreting 
them terms earlier happenings, but from the per- 
spective which five subsequent years have given her. 
The plot concerns the entrance, midyear, into very 
small, select “permissive school the best sense,” 
charwoman’s daughter, Madeline, crude, highly intel- 
ligent, forthright, hostile the new milieu, asking and 
taking quarter from others. The author calls her 
catalyst because, though she herself changed only 
moderately, her presence the school affected the lives 
her associates. Dorothy, the narrator, kind, con- 
formist and conservative, who felt that “if life was 
lived tolerably, must lived gracefully,” went 
college study art. Dorothy’s brother, the ideal- 
istic, chivalrous Brian, who broke lances for the poor 
because they were poor, and who would have fallen 
love with Madeline encouraged, studied for the min- 
istry. Lexy, the most brilliant and the richest student 
the school, did fall love with her and never 
changed that respect. This challenging, mature 
reading for older girls. 


james The Wonderful Time 
Westminster. Mar. 25,1957. 192p. $2.75. 


The most satisfactory the Summer junior novels 
which this writer has seen date, this the story 
boy who thought you can back. So, when 19-year- 
old Larry Richmond had finished his hitch the 
Army, went back the high school had left 
huff enlist, expecting pick the fun the 
point had left off—in the junior The Army 
had taught him keep his mouth shut, adults and 
their queer demands promised trouble. And taking 
16-year-old Judy away from Frank Hoffman was fairly 
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Tiffany 


easy, though disturbed her parents. But wise 
dramatics teacher, and former classmate now work- 
ing part-time the high school, made him see was 
too old for kid stuff and belonged with his age group. 
All which makes thoughtful, sound narrative, 
spite its overtones teen-age lightheartedness. The 
author successful getting inside the mind boy, 
and particularly effective filtering action, plot and 
characters through that mind. 


Tiffany, Kathleen One Summer Stock 
Dodd. Mar. 181p. $2.75. 


Uncertain whether she headed for stage career 
because her own love the theater because 
her mother’s dominating influence, Nan Lane, second- 


BEST SELLERS 
University Scranton 
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Return Postage Guaranteed 


SELLERs 


year drama student the Booth Theater School, 
cepts scholarship summer stock. The 
venture rich enough stage experience, proves Nan’s 
talent, confirms her her choice career, and con- 
tributes largely her maturing. Her romantic interest 
Mark Byron, fellow drama student 
stage manager for the summer theater, ripens into 
mutual understanding summer’s end she prepares 
return drama school. Actually, Nan’s two months 
summer stock are cushioned all the “breaks” that 
come her way and give very realistic picture the 
obstacle course that the usual entrance the world 
the theater. Though undistinguished style and 
peripheral its value career story, teen-age girls 
will probably find interesting and enjoyable. 


Sister Agnese, S.C.C. 
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